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AVG TEMP: LANGUAGE LESSON: WHAT’S NEW ON THE GROUND?

. Johann Nortje joined our family in May as Community Manager. Hailing from
“NGIYAKUTHANDA” South Africa, Johann has also spent some time abroad in New Zealand. We are
extremely fortunate to have such an experienced and passionate member join
o our team and take a hold of our community projects.
HIGH: 25 °C isizulu . We also welcomed Devon, Georgina, Ryan and Jack to our guiding team. Four
fantastic, highly trained and passionate additions to our ever-growing family.

BIG 5 RESEARCH AND CONSERVATION

e In one of the reserves we monitor, a pride of five lions have successfully bred
two cubs. While one of the cubs had a rocky start, both cubs are now thriving.

e Elephants have returned to our overnight stay location after some months of
absence. We've been lucky enough to record data on large, successful herds
(with many calves), as well as seeing elephants browsing directly outside our
camp.

e There has been a successful rhino calf birth in one of the reserves we visit. This
is very exciting as this rhino hasn't been able to birth live young previously.
We're looking forward to watching this first-time mother raise her calf.

e Leopard sightings have been abundant these past few months! We've spotted
our resident female leopard (FBL7) multiple times, as well as a large male
(MBL11)
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https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/african-big-5-wildlife-conservation-south-africa/



https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/leopard-and-predator-research-kruger-region/
https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/social-development-entrepreneurship-internship-in-south-africa/

Having volunteered in the past with African Impact, | have had the chance to experience some amazing sightings! It is
part of the reason why | choose to keep coming back.

During my first overnight trip we had some epic sightings of elephants as we drove into the reserve, and on the night
drive that followed we had a close encounter with a young male hyena!

As we headed out of the next day, we stopped to look at a riverbed. We were checking the water for monitor lizards and

then someone spotted a leopard. It was passing through the riverbed and stopped to check us out. We watched the
leopard for around ten minutes.

Any leopard sighting is a good sighting and this one worked out perfectly because | was able to get identification photos.
After a closer examination of the photos we were able to tell that this leopard was an older female and possibly pregnant.
Hopefully next time we see her she might be accompanied by some cubs.

Felix Schroder, Germany

PHOTOGRAPHY PROJECT

e Our Photographers have contributed an astounding number of photos
to aid our sister projects in research and community. Over three months,
440 photographs have been taken, edited and submitted for their use;
ranging from documentation of farming activities to identification shots
used for ID kits. This number, however, pales in comparison to the
amazing 55,000 photographs taken overall.

e Night drives have proven extremely successful lately, with owls and
genets to bush babies and civets - allowing our photographers more
opportunities to photograph these elusive and difficult subjects. It is
important these animals get as much of the limelight as possible, being
as important part to our ecosystems.

e One of the educative highlights of this quarter for our photographers was
the opportunity to take partin a rhino dehorning operation. Naturally this
was a highly sensitive undertaking, with strict rules being put in place to
protect these majestic animals and the reserve, allowing our
photographers to get some fantastic shots that encapsulated the day.

Until next time.. THE KRUGER TEAM
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https://www.facebook.com/AfricanImpactSAConservation/
https://twitter.com/African_Impact
https://www.instagram.com/africanimpact/
https://www.africanimpact.com/volunteer-projects/wildlife-photography-conservation-south-africa/

